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Before you start the interview, we recommend that you say the following to the veteran that you are 
interviewing. This opening statement is a game changer and really encourages the veteran to share their 
experiences. You’re welcome to paraphrase:

“Before we start the interview, Sir, I just want to take a moment to thank you for taking the time to talk with me 
today. Your testimony is extremely valuable for future generations. While this is an interview about your life, 
the focus will be on the war and I would appreciate it if you could please try to be as open as you are 
comfortable. You see, the purpose of the interview today is to highlight the reality of war in order to educate 
future generations about the true cost of freedom. I understand that you may have had some pretty tough 
experiences, but I guarantee that the only good things that will ever come from those experiences is if people 
learn from them. That is exactly what we are trying to do here today.”

HELPFUL TIPS FOR A GREAT INTERVIEW 

 • Do not mention the release form until after the interview. 
 • If your camera has a blinking red light when recording, put something over it. 
 • Obviously don’t ask questions if the veteran has already answered 
 • Look up the veterans unit before the interview so you can get an idea of which of the following 
 questions are relevant to their story
 • If you know nothing about WWII and just read of this question guide, you will still be able to 
 conduct a great interview
 • Try painting a picture of the veteran’s life story with only their answers. Conduct the interview 
 in a way that if your questions were edited out of the interview, it would still make sense.
 • Keep the interview going. Gently prod to keep the story going by asking, “Then what 
 happened?”
 • Oftentimes  silence after a question just means the veteran is thinking...do not interrupt them.
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CHOOSING THE RIGHT QUESTIONS:
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PLEASE REFER TO THE SECTION OF QUESTIONS THAT PERTAIN
TO YOUR VETERAN’S BRANCH OF SERVICE:

LAND        |        AIR        |        SEA

THE OFFICIAL REMEMBER WWII INTERVIEW GUIDE WILL HELP YOU UNCOVER THE FULL 
STORY OF YOUR WWII VETERAN BEFORE, DURING, AND AFTER THEIR SERVICE. ANY 
RESEARCH YOU CAN DO ON THE VETERAN’S SPECIFIC UNIT/SHIP, ETC. WILL HELP YOU ASK 
DEEPER, MORE MEANINGFUL QUESTIONS. WE HIGHLY RECOMMEND IT. HOWEVER, THIS 
GUIDE WILL GIVE YOU SOME GREAT DIRECTION. KEEP IN MIND THAT NOT ALL QUESTIONS 
WILL APPLY TO EVERY VETERAN.

Ground Forces Air Forces Naval Forces



LAND
GROUND FORCES
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Please start by having the veteran say and spell their full name and state the following:
 • Which Military Branch, specific unit, and specific role in that unit
 • This will help RWWII catalog the footage 

When and where were you born?

You mentioned you were born in ___________. Did you grow up there?

Can you please tell us about your growing up years? 

What kind of things did you do for fun as a child?

Did you have any brothers or sisters? If so, Did any of them serve in the war?

Can you tell us about the struggles your family faced during the Great Depression?

Can you tell us about the jobs of your father and mother?

When you were a teenager, can you tell us about any mischief you and your buddies 
would get into? Did you all ever play pranks on Halloween?

What were the first few jobs you had growing up? (Many veterans labored on farms and 
you can ask about chores they had to do on the farm!)

Where did you go to school? Were you able to graduate? 

How did you hear about the attack on Pearl Harbor? For veterans outside the United 
States, the question would be “ How did you hear about the declaration of war in 1939?”

What do you remember about the reaction to Pearl Harbor/ the declaration of war in 
your community? Did many of your peers enlist?

Before the war broke out, what were you planning on doing with your life?

Page 4 of 31

BEFORE THE WAR

LAND
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DURING THE WAR

LAND

Please take us through how you entered the service. (the veteran was either drafted 
or they enlisted which means they volunteered).  If they enlisted/volunteered, ask them 
about the experience of going to the recruiting office to sign up)

After you entered the service, can you please tell us about the different training 
areas you were sent to? (The type of training and where they went depends on what job 
they would eventually have aboard the plane). It is a good idea to just let the veterans 
talk at this point. They know their story better than anyone else. Just have them walk 
you through training by asking “ then what happened” and “then what…”

Can you please tell us about a typical day of basic training? 

What do you remember about the physical training you had to go through?

Can you tell us about the long marches you had to go on?

What do you remember about your drill instructor? Do you remember any 
punishments given out to recruits who had messed up in their training?

After your basic training where did they send you? (sometimes the veteran would go 
to advanced training or they would be shipped to an embarkation point for overseas)

Did you receive any specialized training? What do you remember about that?

Going Overseas

How did you travel overseas? (most likely on a troop ship)

What do you remember about your journey overseas? (ask the veterans about people 
being seasick and the overcrowding of the ship)

Where did your ship eventually take you? (sometimes the ship would stop in a friendly 
nation first)

After you arrived overseas, how did you get to the front lines? What do you 
remember of that journey?
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How did you join your unit? (they may have traveled overseas with the division or they 
may have gone through a replacement depot and joined their unit overseas)

ENTERING AND ENGAGING IN COMBAT: THIS IS MOST IMPORTANT PART OF THE 
INTERVIEW

What were your thoughts before you entered combat? Were you nervous or scared?

Can you please take us through your first experience in combat?

What happened from that point onwards?

Do you remember the first enemy casualties you saw?

Do you remember the first American casualties you saw? (substitute the veteran’s 
respective country here if they are not American) 

What weapons did you carry in combat? What did you think about that weapon?

Can you please tell us about some of the battles you took part in?

Can you tell us about some of the patrols you went on? Were they combat patrols or 
reconnaissance patrols? What happened on the patrols?

Can you please tell us about some close calls you had when you were overseas? 

Can you please describe some of the firefights you were in? (a firefight is where two 
opposing forces are shooting at each other)

What was the closest you got to the enemy during a firefight? What happened?

Please tell us about any experiences you had under enemy artillery fire? What was 
the closest the shells came to your position? How would you protect yourself from 
the shellfire?

Did you have any experiences with tree bursts? What was that like?

Can you tell us about your experiences under enemy sniper fire? Where would the 
enemy snipers usually hide?

Can you tell us about any experiences you had against enemy tanks? Did you ever 
see the enemy tanks get knocked out?
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Can you tell us about your experiences with enemy mines or booby traps? Did they 
ever go off near you?

Can you tell us about any experiences you had house to house fighting? How would 
you enter the building? What was it like going room to room not knowing if the 
enemy was there?

Were you ever strafed or bombed by enemy planes? What was that like?

Did you witness any dogfights between our planes and the enemy planes?

Were there times that you saw fellow Americans hit around you? What happened? 
(substitute the veteran’s respective country if they are not American)  

If they mention that a fellow soldier was killed near to them ask “ How close were 
you to that man when he was hit? “

Did you have any experiences using grenades against the enemy? If so, what 
happened?

Did you have any experiences with enemy pillboxes or bunkers? How would you guys 
knock them out?

Did you have any experiences with enemy machine gun nests?

Were you ever pinned down by the enemy machine gun fire? If so, what happened to 
you all?

Can you tell us about your experiences with enemy mortars? (the Japanese had knee 
mortars)

Did you have any experiences with duds landing near you? (a dud is an artillery/mortar 
shell that landed but did not explode)

Were there times in a firefight you were able to get a bead on the enemy or were you 
firing more in a general area? Were there specific times you knew you hit the 
enemy? If so, what happened?

What do you recall about all the destruction done to the towns and cities?

Were there times you had to provide first aid to those around you? What do you 
remember about that? (ask this even if they were not a medic because everyone 
carried a first aid kit)



What were some of the wounds you recall seeing on the battlefield?

Did you do anything for good luck before going into battle? 

Can you describe the living conditions on the front lines please? Where would you 
sleep at night?

Can you tell us about the food you got on the front lines?

How often did you get a chance to take a shower?

Can you tell us about some of the weather conditions you faced overseas?

Can you tell us about any souvenirs you picked up?

Can you tell us about any experiences you had with “friendly fire”?

Can you tell us about your experiences seeing flamethrowers being used against the 
enemy?

Did you have any experiences capturing enemy soldiers?

Did any of the enemy voluntarily surrender to you?

Were there times that your unit did not take enemy prisoners?

What kind of things would you take off the enemy prisoners or dead?

Do you remember the names of any of the men who were killed from your outfit? 

Could you please tell us about the circumstances in which they were killed? What do 
you remember about them? Where were they from and their personality? (very 
important questions because we need to remember those who were killed in action)

Were you awarded any medals or citations for valor? If so, could you please tell us 
how you got those?

What were some of your experiences at night on the frontlines? Do you recall having 
to stand watch?

What do you attribute your survival in combat to?

Can you please tell me about your commanding officers? What did you think about 
them?
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Did your unit ever engage in hand to hand combat? If so, what happened?

Were you wounded? Where on your body were you wounded and could you please 
please take us through what happened? (if the veteran was wounded more than one 
have them go through the stories about each of their wounds)

What do you remember about the first aid you got from the medic?

Can you tell us about the different places you sent anywhere else for treatment?

What do you remember about the other wounded men at the first aid station or the 
field hospital?

How long were you at the hospital before being sent back to the front?

For the record, could you tell us what your specific role was? (they would be 
rifleman,radio operator, machine gunner, mortar team member, scout, or an officer).

If the veteran was a mortar operator ask the following questions:
 • Can you tell us about times that you mortar against the enemy?
 • What was it like to carry the mortar ammunition?
 • How would you pinpoint the enemy location?
 • Do you remember using white phosphorus shells?
 • What was the range of the mortar that you used?         

If the veteran was a machine gunner,ask the following questions:
  • Can you tell us about times you used the machine gun against the enemy?                                                         

If the veteran was a radio operator then ask the following questions:
 • Can you tell us about your experiences using the radio in combat?
 • What type of radio did you use?
 • What kind of messages would you transmit and to whom?
 • What kind of range did the radio have? How did the radio work?
 • The radio had an antennae and made you stick out to the enemy, did you do   
    anything to counteract that?

Can you tell us about the most difficult part of your job?

Can you tell us about some of your humorous experiences on the frontline?

What were some of your most exhausting experiences overseas?

Can you tell us about some of the most memorable characters you interacted with 
overseas?
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Did your unit ever engage in hand to hand combat? If so, what happened?

Were you wounded? Where on your body were you wounded and could you please 
please take us through what happened? (if the veteran was wounded more than one 
have them go through the stories about each of their wounds)

What do you remember about the first aid you got from the medic?

Can you tell us about the different places you sent anywhere else for treatment?

What do you remember about the other wounded men at the first aid station or the 
field hospital?

How long were you at the hospital before being sent back to the front?

For the record, could you tell us what your specific role was? (they would be 
rifleman,radio operator, machine gunner, mortar team member, scout, or an officer).

If the veteran was a mortar operator ask the following questions:
 • Can you tell us about times that you mortar against the enemy?
 • What was it like to carry the mortar ammunition?
 • How would you pinpoint the enemy location?
 • Do you remember using white phosphorus shells?
 • What was the range of the mortar that you used?         

If the veteran was a machine gunner,ask the following questions:
  • Can you tell us about times you used the machine gun against the enemy?                                                         

If the veteran was a radio operator then ask the following questions:
 • Can you tell us about your experiences using the radio in combat?
 • What type of radio did you use?
 • What kind of messages would you transmit and to whom?
 • What kind of range did the radio have? How did the radio work?
 • The radio had an antennae and made you stick out to the enemy, did you do   
    anything to counteract that?

Can you tell us about the most difficult part of your job?

Can you tell us about some of your humorous experiences on the frontline?

What were some of your most exhausting experiences overseas?

Can you tell us about some of the most memorable characters you interacted with 
overseas?

How did you communicate back home while you were overseas? Who would you 
write to and what would you write about?

What did you think about the enemy (substitute Japanese or Germans)? What type 
of fighters were they?

Who were your close friends? What do you remember about them?

What were some unusual experiences you had overseas?

What do you recall about the enemy propaganda? Did you have an opportunity to 
hear Tokyo Rose or Axis Sally?                                          

Can you tell us about some of your experiences with civilians overseas?

Did you ever go to USO shows or meet any famous people overseas?

Did you run into anyone from your hometown overseas?

How did you hear about the war ending? Were there any celebrations in your area?

Can you tell us about any souvenirs you picked up?

Were you a Prisoner of War? If so, ask the questions listed below under “Prisoner of 
War”.

AFTER THE WAR

LAND

How did you end back home after the war? 

What do you remember about your first reunion with your family after coming 
home?

Were any of your hometown friends killed in the war? If so, could you tell us about 
them?

Did you have any difficulties readjusting to life out of the service?
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WAS THE VETERAN A PRISONER OF WAR?

If so, please ask the following questions:

Can you please tell us the story of how you were captured?

If you were wounded, did the enemy give you any medical treatment? What did they 
do for you?

Where did the Germans (or Japanese) send you?

How did you end back home after the war? 

What do you remember about your first reunion with your family after coming 
home?

Were any of your hometown friends killed in the war? If so, could you tell us about 
them?

Did you have any difficulties readjusting to life out of the service?

Did you have any nightmares after the war? Did loud noises bother you?

What advice do you want to give to your great great great great grandchildren?
What can future generations do to make you feel the sacrifices of your generation 
were worth it?

What kind of man do you want people to always think of you as?

Ask if  the veteran has photographs from their time in the service and if they do, ask 
them to hold some of them up to the camera and explain the background of the 
photographs such as who is in it and what was going on when the photograph was 
taken. 

Please also take a photograph of the 
veteran holding up a clear photo of 
themselves in uniform, if you’re able. 
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What are your memories of being interrogated?

Where were you eventually sent?

Did you spend time at a prisoner of war camp? If so, what was the name of it? (often 
veterans spent time in more than one)

What do you remember about the conditions at the POW camp? Note: Officers were 
sent to a POW camp for the duration of the war and enlisted men were forced to go on 
working parties

If the veteran was sent on a work detail ask the following questions:
 • Can you tell us about your experiences on the work detail, what all did you 
    have to do?
 • Where did you stay? 
 • Were there other prisoners with you?
 • What kind of food were you given to eat?
 • Can you tell us about some interesting experiences you had?                                                                         

If the veteran was sent to a POW camp then ask the following questions:

What was day to day life like inside the prison camp? What did you do to occupy 
yourselves?

Can you tell us about the sanitary conditions inside the camp please? How were you 
able to clean yourselves?

Did you ever witness the guards physically abuse any of the prisoners?

Did the guards ever physically abuse you? If so, what happened?

Can you describe the fortifications of the POW camp please?

Were there any escape attempts made from your POW camp?

 Did you assist any escape attempts in any way? What did you do?

Were you or the other prisoners able to trade anything with the guards?

How did you all get news about the war during your time as a prisoner? Was anyone 
able to hide or create a radio?
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What do you remember about the Red Cross packages? Did you all ever get any?

Can you talk about cigarettes and just how valuable they were inside the POW camp 
please. 

What was the number one topic that all the prisoners would talk about? (the veteran 
will say food)

What meal did you dream of having when you were liberated?

What type of food were you given in the POW camp? How often would they give you 
this food?

Can you tell us about your experiences with lice and bed bugs?

Did you ever have an opportunity to leave the camp?

As the war winded down, were you made to go on forced march from one camp to 
another? What do you remember about that?

Can you please tell us the story of how you were liberated?

When were you sent after liberation? 

How much did you weigh before and after you were a POW?

In total, how long were you a prisoner of war?

Can you tell us about your rehabilitation?

Did you ever doubt that the Allies would win?
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AIR
AIR FORCES



Please start by having the veteran say and spell their full name and state the following:
 • Which Military Branch, specific unit, and specific role in that unit
  • (They should be able to tell your their Bomb Group and Bomb Squadron) 
     Veterans in the British Commonwealth will call it Bomber Command
 • This will help RWWII catalog the footage 

When and where were you born?

You mentioned you were born in ___________. Did you grow up there?

Can you please tell us about your growing up years? 

What kind of things did you do for fun as a child?

Did you have any brothers or sisters? If so, Did any of them serve in the war?

Can you tell us about the struggles your family faced during the Great Depression?

Can you tell us about the jobs of your father and mother?

When you were a teenager, can you tell us about any mischief you and your buddies 
would get into? Did you all ever play pranks on Halloween?

What were the first few jobs you had growing up? (Many veterans labored on farms and 
you can ask about chores they had to do on the farm.)

Where did you go to school? Were you able to graduate? 

How did you hear about the attack on Pearl Harbor? For veterans outside the United 
States, the question would be “ How did you hear about the declaration of war in 1939?”

What do you remember about the reaction to Pearl Harbor/ the declaration of war in 
your community? Did many of your peers enlist?

BEFORE THE WAR

AIR
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DURING THE WAR

AIR

Please take us through how you entered the service (the veteran was either drafted or 
they enlisted which means they volunteered).  If they volunteered, ask them about the 
experience of going to the recruiting office to sign up)

After you entered the service, can you please tell us about the different training areas 
you were sent to? (The type of training and where they went depends on what job they 
would eventually have aboard the plane). It is a good idea to just let the veterans talk at 
this point. They know their story better than anyone else. Just have them walk you 
through training by asking “ then what” and “ then what”. 

What do you remember about the instructors you had?

Can you tell us more about your memories of ______ training? (insert pilot, navigator, 
bombardier, waist gunner, top-turret gunner, ball turret gunner, nose-gunner, tail gunner, 
flight engineer)

How did the military decide who would be best for each job?

Had you ever flown in a plane before you entered the service?

Can you tell us about any interesting training missions that occurred?

After the training was completed, please take us through what happened to you?

Can you tell us about meeting your crew for the first time? What were your thoughts of 
the other men?

After your crew was formed, please tell us about your journey overseas. (the veteran 
went to either the European Theater or The Pacific Theatre)

Where was your aircrew based?

For the record, please tell us what type of plane you flew in. Please describe it?

What type of bomb load did your plane carry?

Can you please tell us about your living conditions at the base?
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Can you please tell me about your memories of the other crew members? Do you 
remember their names and where they were from?

What do you remember about the separation of officers and enlisted men?

When you were overseas, did you fly any practice missions before going into combat? 
What do you remember about those missions?

What was your specific job on the plane’s crew? Examples are pilot,co-pilot,bombardier, 
navigator,flight engineer, waist gunner, ball turret gunner, tail gunner  etc…

Can you tell us about your duties as a ______? 

What was the most difficult part of your job?

Can you please tell us about your first mission into enemy territory? 

Can you tell us about some of your more memorable combat missions?

What kind of enemy targets did your plane usually go after?

Were you in a position to see the destruction on the ground from the bombs that were 
dropped?

Can you please tell us about your experiences against the German (or Japanese)  
anti-aircraft fire? (German anti-aircraft guns were also known as 88s)

Can you please tell us about your experiences against the German (or Japanese) 
fighter planes? Would that attack by themselves or in a group?

What was it like to see a group of enemy fighters head to your position?

Do you remember ever seeing the German jet planes?

Can you please tell us about any times you saw planes around you get hit from 
anti-aircraft fire or enemy fighter planes? What did the damaged planes look like?

Did you ever see a nearby plane get a direct hit from anti-aircraft fire?

Can you tell us about any close calls you had while flying combat missions?

Were there times that your plane sustained damage? What do you remember about 
the damage done to your plane?

Did your plane ever have to crash land? If so, what happened?

Copyright 2021 - Remember WWII - All Rights Reserved

Page 17 of 31



Was anyone in your crew killed or wounded from enemy fire? If so, what happened?

Can you please describe the conditions aboard the plane? How cold was it and how did 
you all keep warm? 

What was the name of your plane? How did you all come with that name?

What altitude did you usually fly your missions at?

What was the furthest mission that you flew?

Did you have to use oxygen when flying your combat missions? If so, what was that 
like?

Did you do anything for good luck before or during a mission?

Can you tell us about some memorable characters you came across during your time 
in the service?

Did your plane ever malfunction or have mechanical issues? If so, what happened?

How many missions did you fly?

How often would you all fly your missions?

What do you remember about the debriefing of a mission after you got back?

What do you remember about the briefings you received before you went on a mis-
sion?

Can you tell us what you would do for free time when you were not flying missions?

Can you tell us about the anxiety you or the other men had between missions? 

What would happen to the belongings of the men who did not come back from their 
mission?

If the veteran was a fighter pilot ask the following: 

What type of fighter plane did you fly in? Could you  please describe it?

Can you tell us about the armament on your plane and what type of explosives you 
carried?
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What kind of missions would you fly in your fighter plane?

How far did you typically fly during a mission? 

What altitude would you usually fly at?

Can you please tell us about any dogfights you got into? What were some of the 
tactics you used to have an edge over the enemy?

Were you credited with knocking out any enemy fighter planes?

Can you tell us about some of your experiences strafing the enemy? What was that 
like? What could you see?

Could you tell us about some close calls you had?

What do you remember about the ground fire that you would receive?

Did you ever see fellow fighter planes getting knocked out?

Can you tell us about some memorable experiences you had flying the plane in 
combat?

How many missions did you eventually fly?

Did you ever fly escort missions for bomber planes? If so, what was that like?  

What was the name of your plane? How did you come up with that name?   

If the veteran was wounded ask the following questions:

Were you wounded? Where on your body were you wounded and could you please 
please take us through what happened? (if the veteran was wounded more than one 
have them go through the stories about each of their wounds)

What do you remember about the first aid you got from the medic?

Can you tell us about the different places you sent anywhere else for treatment?

What do you remember about the other wounded men at the first aid station or the 
field hospital?

How long were you at the hospital before being sent back to the front?
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If the veteran was stationed in the United Kingdom or Italy ask the following : 
 • Did you get a chance to go to London or any other major towns? What do you 
    remember about the destruction done to them? 
 • What was it like living with blackout conditions?
 • Do you remember any enemy air raids or rocket attacks while you were at your 
    base or on leave? If so, what happened? 

What do you remember about Axis Sally or Tokyo Rose? (these were enemy propagan-
da radio announcers who could speak English). 

If the veteran was a pilot or co-pilot ask the following:
 • Can you please describe how you would actually fly the plane?
 • How difficult was it to stay in formation even when you are taking on fire?
 • What was it like to fly right into the anti-aircraft fire?

If the veteran was a bombardier ask the following:
 • Can you please tell us about your experiences using the bomb sight?
 • How did you arm the bombs before they were dropped?

If the veteran was a navigator ask the following:
 • Can you please describe your role as a navigator during the bombing missions?
 • What tools and instruments did you have to make an accurate reading of your 
    location?

If the veteran was a gunner ask the following:
 • Can you please tell us about your experiences firing at the enemy fighter 
    planes? Were you credited with knocking out any?
 • Can you talk about the difficulty of firing at an object that is moving so fast?
 • Can you please tell us about the times you strafed at targets on the ground? 
    What do you remember about the destruction done?

Can you please tell us what happened after you finished flying your combat missions?

Were you a Prisoner of War? If so, ask the questions listed below under “Prisoner of War” 
in this section.

Copyright 2021 - Remember WWII - All Rights Reserved

Page 20 of 31



 How did you come back home?

What was your reunion with your family like when you first came home?

Were any of your hometown friends killed in the war?

Did you have any difficulties readjusting to civilian life?

Did loud noises bother you? (cars backfired often then and sounded like gunshots) 

Did you have nightmares after the war?

How did you meet your wife?

What advice do you want to tell your great-great-great-great grandchildren?

What can future generations do to make you feel the sacrifices of your generation 
were worth it?

How should society remember those who were killed in the war?

What kind of person do you want people to always think of you as?

AFTER THE WAR

AIR

Ask if  the veteran has photographs from their time in the service and if they do, ask 
them to hold some of them up to the camera and explain the background of the 
photographs such as who is in it and what was going on when the photograph was 
taken. 

Please also take a photograph of the 
veteran holding up a clear photo of 
themselves in uniform, if you’re able. 
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WAS THE VETERAN A PRISONER OF WAR?

If so, please ask the following questions:

Can you please tell us the full story of how you were shot down?

What was it like jumping out of the plane?

Where did you land?

Can you please tell us the story of how you were captured?

If you were wounded, did the enemy give you any medical treatment? What did they do 
for you?

Where did the Germans (or Japanese) send you?

What are your memories of being interrogated?

Where were you eventually sent?

Did you spend time at a prisoner of war camp? If so, what was the name of it? 
(Veterans often spent time in more than one)

What do you remember about the conditions at the POW camp? Note: Officers were 
sent to a POW camp for the duration of the war and enlisted men were forced to go on 
working parties

If the veteran was sent on a work detail ask the following questions:

Can you tell us about your experiences on the work detail, what all did you have to do? 
Where did you stay? 

Were there other prisoners with you?

What kind of food were you given to eat?

Can you tell us about some interesting experiences you had?

If the veteran was sent to a POW camp then ask the following questions:

What was day to day life like inside the prison camp? What did you do to occupy 
yourselves?

Can you tell us about the sanitary conditions inside the camp please? How were you 
able to clean yourselves?
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Did you ever witness the guards physically abuse any of the prisoners?

Did the guards ever physically abuse you? If so, what happened?

Can you describe the fortifications of the POW camp please?

Were there any escape attempts made from your POW camp?

 Did you assist any escape attempts in any way? What did you do?

Were you or the other prisoners able to trade anything with the guards?

How did you all get news about the war during your time as a prisoner? Was anyone 
able to hide or create a radio?

Can you tell us about your experiences in the winter? How did you stay warm?

Were there prisoners from other countries in your camp? What do you remember 
about them?

What do you remember about the Red Cross packages? Did you all ever get any?

Can you talk about cigarettes and just how valuable they were inside the POW camp 
please?

What was the number one topic that all the prisoners would talk about? (the veteran 
will most likely say food)

What meal did you dream of having when you were liberated?

What type of food were you given in the POW camp? How often would they give you 
this food?

Can you tell us about your experiences with lice and bed bugs?

Did you ever have an opportunity to leave the camp?

As the war winded down, were you made to go on forced march from one camp to 
another? What do you remember about that?

Can you please tell us the story of how you were liberated?

When were you sent after liberation? 

How much did you weigh before and after you were a POW?

In total, how long were you a prisoner of war?

Can you tell us about your rehabilitation?
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SEA
NAVAL FORCES



BEFORE THE WAR

SEA

The types of questions you should ask a veteran who served in the Navy depends 
entirely on what his job in the Navy and where he was assigned. The Navy was a huge 
branch of service during the war and their service members had a range of duties 
from being aboard a ship, to flying a dive bomber, to being a Navy corpsman (a medic) 
attached to the infantry.

It is important that you know what the veteran did in the Navy before you conduct the 
interview. While the vast majority of Navy personnel served aboard a ship during the 
war, you still should find out what ship they were on beforehand so that you can 
research the ship to understand where it fought and what battles it participated in 
and if it was ever sunk. A quick online search will yield lots of information for literally 
every ship that was commissioned during the war and these resources will give you 
the upper hand to conduct a great interview with the veteran. You can even  go line by 
line of the ship's history and ask the veteran if they remember about that particular 
action or battle.

Please start by having the veteran say and spell their full name and state the following:
 • Which Military Branch, which ship or unit, and their specific role 
 • This will help RWWII catalog the footage 

Where and when were you born?

You mentioned you were born in ___________. Did you grow up there?

Can you please tell us about your growing up years?

What kind of things did you do for fun as a child?

Did you have any brothers or sisters? If so, Did any of them serve in the war?

Can you tell us about the struggles your family faced during the Great Depression?

Can you tell us about the jobs of your father and mother?
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When you were a teenager, can you tell us about any mischief you and your buddies 
would get into? Did you all ever play pranks on Halloween?

What were the first few jobs you had growing up? (Many veterans labored on farms and 
you can ask about chores they had to do on the farm.)

Where did you go to school? Were you able to graduate? 

How did you hear about the attack on Pearl Harbor? For veterans outside the United 
States, the question would be “ How did you hear about the declaration of war in 1939?”  

What do you remember about the reaction to Pearl Harbor/ the declaration of war in 
your community? Did many of your peers enlist?

Before the war broke out, what were you planning on doing with your life?

Please take us through how you entered the service (the veteran was either drafted or 
they enlisted which means they volunteered).  If they volunteered, ask them about the 
experience of going to the recruiting office to sign up)

After you entered the service, can you please tell us about the different training areas 
you were sent to? (The type of training and where they went depends on what job they 
would eventually have aboard the plane). It is a good idea to just let the veterans talk at 
this point. They know their story better than anyone else. Just have them walk you 
through training by asking “ then what” and “ then what”.

Can you tell us about a typical day of boot camp?

What do you remember about your drill instructors?

Can you tell us about any specialized training you received?

After your training, what happens to you? (Usually the veteran would be assigned to a 
ship)

What type of ship did you serve aboard?

DURING THE WAR

SEA
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 Can you take us through your first introduction to the ship you eventually served 
aboard? 

What was your job aboard the ship?

What was your general quarters station? (General quarters is where they would go if 
their ship was being attacked or had a threat of an attack)

What type of guns and armament did your ship have aboard?

What were the major battles that your ship participated in? Can you describe your 
memories during the battle?

Were there times enemy planes strafed or bombed your ship? If so, can you please 
take us through what happened?

Did you see any of the enemy planes get shot down? What did that look like?

Did your ship have any experiences against kamikaze planes attacks? What sort of 
damage did the attacks do to your ship?

Were there times enemy submarines attacked your ship? If so, can you please take us 
through what happened?

Do you remember depth charges being used against the enemy submarines? What did 
that look like and were the depth charges successful in damaging the submarine?

Did your ship participate in any invasions? What do you remember about that?

What was it like to see all the other ships that were participating?

What do you remember about the naval bombardments of the islands? 

Was your ship credited with sinking any enemy ships or submarines? If so, did your 
ship pick up any enemy survivors? What do you remember about that?

If you picked up enemy survivors, where would they be held aboard ship?

Did your ship ever pick up downed Allied airmen? What do you remember about that?

Did your ship ever carry infantry troops aboard? What do you remember about your 
interactions with them?

Can you tell us about some of your close friends aboard your ship?
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When you were not on duty, how did you spend your free time?

What were some of your most memorable experiences overseas?

What were some of the toughest experiences you had overseas?

What were some of your most interesting experiences overseas?

 Can you tell us about your living situation aboard the ship?

Can you tell us about some of your experiences standing watch on the deck? Did you 
ever see anything unusual?

Did you witness any burials at sea? What do you remember about that?

Based on your preliminary research you should know whether the ship that the veteran 
was on was sunk or not. If the veteran’s ship was sunk please ask the following 
question:

Can you please take us through the whole story of how your ship was sunk and what 
your experiences were? (A ship would either be sunk by a bomb, a kamikaze plane, naval 
shelling, or a torpedo.)

Just let the veteran talk at this point because they know their story better than anyone 
else and after ask the following questions to add more detail:

What were you doing when the ship was hit by the bomb (or one of the other 
weapons)?

What did you feel when your ship was hit by the bomb (or one of the other weapons) ?

Were you wounded during the attack? If so, please tell us about your injury and what 
happened?

Can you tell us about the chaos aboard the ship after it was hit?

Were there fires aboard the ship?

Did you see any casualties aboard the ship as you made your escape? What do you 
remember about them? 

Can you tell us about your escape? How did you eventually get in the water?

If you had to jump, how high did you jump to get into the water?

When you got to the water was it light or dark outside? 
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Can you tell us about your experiences in the water? What do you remember about the 
men and debris in the water? What could you see and hear around you?

What did you do to stay afloat?

Did you see your ship go down? What was that like to see?

What were the conditions like in water? Was it hot or cold? 

Was there oil in the water? Was any of the oil on fire?

What were you wearing when you got in the water?

Can you tell us about your belongings that went down with the ship?

How long did you stay in the water before you were picked up? If the veteran was in the 
water for more than a day ask them about what they did for food and water.

Were sharks an issue where you were? If so, how did you fight them off?

Can you please tell us the story of how you were rescued?

How did they pick up? (Either by plane or ship)

After you were picked up, what happened to you Sir?

Only ask the following questions if the veteran was wounded during the attack. (The 
veteran may have been wounded in a separate incident and you would ask the same 
questions)

What do you remember about the medical treatment you got after you were rescued?

Can you tell us about the different places you sent anywhere else for treatment?

What do you remember about the other wounded men at the first aid station or the 
field hospital?

How long were you at the hospital before being sent back?

Did you get any survivor’s leave?

After your survivors leave what happened to you for the rest of the war?                                                                  
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Can you tell us about your experiences in the water? What do you remember about the 
men and debris in the water? What could you see and hear around you?

What did you do to stay afloat?

Did you see your ship go down? What was that like to see?

What were the conditions like in water? Was it hot or cold? 

Was there oil in the water? Was any of the oil on fire?

What were you wearing when you got in the water?

Can you tell us about your belongings that went down with the ship?

How long did you stay in the water before you were picked up? If the veteran was in the 
water for more than a day ask them about what they did for food and water.

Were sharks an issue where you were? If so, how did you fight them off?

Can you please tell us the story of how you were rescued?

How did they pick up? (Either by plane or ship)

After you were picked up, what happened to you Sir?

Only ask the following questions if the veteran was wounded during the attack. (The 
veteran may have been wounded in a separate incident and you would ask the same 
questions)

What do you remember about the medical treatment you got after you were rescued?

Can you tell us about the different places you sent anywhere else for treatment?

What do you remember about the other wounded men at the first aid station or the 
field hospital?

How long were you at the hospital before being sent back?

Did you get any survivor’s leave?

After your survivors leave what happened to you for the rest of the war?                                                                  

If the veteran served aboard a submarine ask the following questions :

Why did you join the submarine service?

Can you describe the type of submarine you served on?

What was your specific job aboard the submarine?

Where did you all sleep and eat?

How many men served in your crew?

What was it like living with all those people in such a tight space?

Can you tell us aboard some of your experiences being depth charged or attacked 
from enemy ships?

What did it feel like inside when the depth charges would go off? How would the men 
react?

What was the longest time your submarine was submerged? What was that like?

Can you tell us what ships your submarine was credited with sinking?

Can you tell us about any experiences you had with enemy planes?

What were some of your experiences that your submarine had while surfaced?

What was the air quality like in the submarine?

Did your submarine engage an enemy submarine? If so, what happened?

How long would your submarine usually be out at sea before returning to port?

AFTER THE WAR

SEA

How did you hear about the end of the war? What do you remember about the 
celebrations?
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Can you take us through the story of how you ended back home?

What was it like to see your family again?

Did you have any difficulties readjusting to civilian life?

Did you have any nightmares after the war?

Did loud noises bother you?

Were any of your hometown friends killed in the war?

How did you meet your wife?

What can future generations do to make you feel like the sacrifices of your generation 
were worth it?

How should society remember those who were killed in the war?

What life advice do you want to give to your great great great great grandchildren?

For those who have not experienced war, how would you describe it?

What kind of man do you want people to always think of you as?

Ask if  the veteran has photographs from their time in the service and if they do, ask 
them to hold some of them up to the camera and explain the background of the 
photographs such as who is in it and what was going on when the photograph was 
taken. 

Please also take a photograph of the 
veteran holding up a clear photo of 
themselves in uniform, if you’re able. 
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